Greenhills is G.R.E.A.T.
Grit, Respect, Effort, Adventure, Teamwork

Term 1 - Week 6, 4th March 2021
FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Each week I have the pleasure of spending time in our classrooms, getting to know our students and seeing the teaching
and learning in action. One of my favourite places to visit is our Prep classrooms. The first year of school is such a
wonderful time. Our preps are always so excited, curious and ready to learn – and that includes our teachers as well! This
week the Preps brought their teddy bears to school to help them with their writing, maths (measuring) and there was
even time for a picnic!

WHAT’S HAPPENING @ GREENHILLS 2021
Friday 5th March

Interschool Sport (Years 5 & 6)
Year 1 & 2 Swimming lessons
3pm Assembly
LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Parent Association Meeting 7pm (Staffroom)

Monday 8th March
Tuesday 9th March
Tuesday 9th March - Friday 12th March
Friday 12th March
Tuesday 16th March

Year 6 Camp
Year 1 & 2 Swimming lessons
Student Led Conferences
(Students only attend school for the duration of their conference).

Friday 19th March

Interschool Sport (Years 5 & 6)
Year 1 & 2 Swimming lessons
3pm Assembly
PA Welcome back BBQ from 3:30pm

Monday 22nd March

House Athletics Carnival

rd

Tuesday 23 March

Monday 29th March

7pm Connected Schools Parent Partnership Event
Tour of the new building & Forum with the Principal Team
Year 5 Camp
Interschool Sport (Years 5 & 6)
Year 1 & 2 Swimming lessons
6.30pm School Council

Thursday 1st April

Last day of Term 1 - Finish at 2.30pm

Wednesday 24th March - Friday 26th March
Friday 26th March

SAVE THE DATES LOOKING AHEAD…
This year as part of our Connected Schools focus on enhancing and extending our partnership with parents and carers, we
will be running a special evening event each term. There will be more information sent out shortly about these, but for
now I encourage you to put placeholder dates in your diaries.
Term 1 – 7pm Tuesday 23rd March - Tour of the new STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts & Maths) room and a
Forum with the Principal Team.
Term 2 – 7pm Wednesday 26th May. A presentation by Michael Ymer (Maths Consultant).
Michael’s presentation will focus on helping our parents understand the focus of mathematics at Greenhills and offer
strategies and ideas to help support your young mathematicians at home.
There is also a Curriculum Day on Friday 26th June. On this pupil free day, our staff will be completing Cultural Awareness
& Safety Training presented by our Koori Education Support Officer. This will be a wonderful opportunity for our school as
we develop a greater understanding and appreciation of indigenous culture. We have scheduled this for the last day of
the school term to minimise the impact on families.

BREAKFAST CLUB HAS ARRIVED!
I am excited to announce that Breakfast Club has started at our school. Every Monday morning, before school starts from
8.15am – 8.45am, students can access a range of healthy options for
breakfast. These include oats, muesli, Vita Brits, wholegrain Cheerios,
milk, baked beans, canned fruit, fruit cups, fresh apples, Vegemite
and honey.
Having breakfast has been shown to have a positive impact on
factors such as physical and mental health, social skills,
concentration, behaviour, attendance and academic outcomes. The
program is run in 1,000 school across Victoria by Foodbank. Our
Greenhills Breakfast Club is located in Portable 4, which is opposite
the Library. It will be run by parent and staff volunteers so if you are
able to assist please let me know and I will add you to our roster.
Hope to see you there!

WHAT WE HAVE BUILT THIS WEEK – WEEKLY SNAPSHOTS
Have you caught up with our new weekly summary of what has been happening across our school. Our “What We Have
Built This Week” is sent out via Compass every Thursday and has a section including photos and a short paragraph for
each area of our school. This has replaced our classroom blogs and we hope that this provides another quick and easy
way to stay in the loop and keep up with the GREAT things happening at Greenhills.

SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE
Following our School Council elections, I am pleased to announce that Daniel Kelly, Rosita Zakaria and Kelly Rogel have
been elected to join our School Council. They join Irina Fainberg, Adam Laws and Jaime McCowan as the parent members
for 2021. Janine Hough and Becc Stephens are our staff members for this year.
Our first meeting was on Monday night and during the meeting Irina Fainberg was elected as School Council President,
Kelly Rogel as Vice President and Jaime McGowan as Treasurer.
At the meeting we also confirmed our sub-committee structure for 2021. These are:

Education & Communications - convened by Daniel Kelly

Sustainability & Environment – convened by Adam Laws

Finance - convene by Jaime McCowan

Buildings & Grounds – convened by Kelly Rogel

PA – converned by Josh Lucas (School Council Representative – James Penson)

Canteen – convened by Kelly Rogel

Out of School Hours Care – convened by James Penson
Our sub-committees are where the actual work of School Council takes place. All school councillors serve on at least one
sub-committee and we also welcome other parents, carers and staff to join these. It would be GREAT to have lots of
parent and carer involvement across all of these groups. I will publish the meeting dates and times for these committees
next week.

I would like to introduce our School Council for 2021 (from left to right) Rosita, Irina Fainberg, James Penson, Becc
Stephens, Janine Hough, Jaime McCowan, Daniel Kelly and Kelly Rogel and also Adam Laws who was an apology for our
meeting.

THANK YOU HELEN SCHILLING & BETH COSTELLO
I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank Helen Schilling and Beth Costello for being part of our
School Council over recent years. Both Helen and Beth were very active on our Council. Helen was responsible for leading
our Out of School Hours Care committee and working with OSHClub as they began their work with our school community.
Beth was instrumental in setting up a new sub-committee with a focus on the Environment and Sustainability. This has
now become a very active committee with many parents joining last year and with big plans for the future. Both were also
active members of our Education & Policy teams during their time on Council.

OUR SCHOOL LIBRARY IS STILL OPEN!
I would like to confirm that our School Library is still open! Whilst our Librarian, Michelle Arthur, who worked for one day
a week last year has taken a tree change and moved to the country, we will still be operating as usual. We have set up a
staff team who will step up to ensure that all the great things happening in this space continue into the future and we also
have some very dedicated and knowledgeable parents who are trained Librarians who have also very generously offered
to assist this year. Michelle has also offered to return for days during the year as needed to help us stay on track! We
have also set aside significant funds in our Library budget for the purchase of books and reading resources and of course
our first Book Fair is being held next week. Why not come in and take a look around our Library during the Student
Agency Conferences on Tuesday 16th March. It will be open all day and into the evening!

RIDE TO SCHOOL DAY
th

Friday 19 March is National Ride to School Day. We have a number of students who ride their bikes and scooters to
school each day and this might be an opportunity for a few more students to give this a go! There is a flyer in this
newsletter.

Ipads at GHPS
We are now only a couple of weeks away from fully launching into our Year 3/4 iPad Program. This is the final reminder
for families with students in this level to order a device or let the school know that your child will access a school device
whilst onsite. Our new website is also being updated to include access to the online ordering portal and other documents

PARENT HELPERS
Thank you to all of our parents and carers who have returned their Parent Helper Agreements and completed the
Inductions. The response has been fantastic and we are so fortunate to have such strong community support for our
school. Our Parent Helper Inductions are a very important process that helps our school community understand that our
school has a clear and public commitment to child safety in the form of our Child Safe Code of Conduct and Child
Protection Reporting Policy. By including these policies as part of our parent helper requirement, our School Council has
clearly defined and explained acceptable and unacceptable behaviours for staff, volunteers and children. We are still
waiting on the greenlight for the Department and Government to have parent helpers in our classrooms, but hopefully by
getting organised this early, as soon as we can we will be able to launch for 2021!

SCHOOL ENROLMENTS 2022
Believe it or not we are now starting to forward plan for 2022! Next week I will send a letter home to all families with
younger siblings that may be starting school next year. It will be important for you to indicate to me that you have a child
starting in 2022 and complete an enrolment form as early as possible.
We also have regular school tours each week on Tuesdays at 9.30am, or by appointment. If you know of any family that is
interested in coming to our school please let them know about these tours.

James Penson
Principal

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL OF THESE STUDENTS CELBEBRATING
THEIR BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK:
Cooper L, Kieran
H, Amira
S, Sean J,
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FROM THE OFFICE

The following form was sent out this week:


PA BBQ 19/03/21

Remember all Children must
wear hats for
Term 1 and Term 4.

School Office Hours

Hats are also available at
the School Office

Monday to Friday
8.00am – 4.30pm

IF YOU HAVE NOT YET LOGGED INTO COMPASS AND YOU WOULD LIKE ASSISTANCE TO DO SO, PLEASE CONTACT THE
OFFICE AND WE WILL BE HAPPY TO HELP.

Parent Payments
School fees are due by 15th March 2021.
We would appreciate your prompt payment, to ensure we have the funds to support our core programs.
If you have opted for a payment plan the second instalment is due by 23rd April 2021.
COVID-19 has affected many families financially and we are aware that this may apply to you. We want to reach out to
say that if you require any financial assistance with school payments, please do not hesitate to call or email the Principal,
James Penson.

Reminders
Grade 5 (2020 Grade 4) to Adanac 24th March to 26th March Balance due 1st March, 2021.
Years 1 & 2 Swimming lessons, Last lesson is on Friday 26th February.
If you have not yet paid for these and have not set up a payment plan could you please pay ASAP.

Lost Property
Please remember to label your child’s uniform. We still have a lot of unclaimed
lost property.

Anne,
Karen,
Administration Team

BOOK FAIR

Nicole &

Victoria
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Our major Book Fair will be held on Tuesday 16th March all day. Please feel free to pop in
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other
items available to purchase on the day via QKR, credit card or cash.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK Term 1 Wk 6 PRESENTED AT ASSEMBLY on
19th March 2021
HERE ARE OUR SUPERSTARS for this week..
Ethan, I love the way you walk into the classroom each morning and are excited to read and share
your book with our grade. Well done on having such a wonderful start to school. I am so proud of
you.
For being a maths superstar! I am so proud of the way you are counting forwards and backwards
from different starting points and sharing your wonderful maths thinking with the class. Keep up the
amazing work Kai!
For the beautiful kindness and manners she displays each and every day. Emily starts the day with a
smile and listens carefully when learning new concepts. I'm so impressed with your start Emily, keep
it up!
For trying your best and challenging yourself in numeracy! Elvira, I'm so proud of you for coming up
with more than one way to solve the problem in our 'part/part/whole' number activity. Your
persistence is amazing! Well done superstar!

Ethan D

Prep BH

Kai V

Prep BJ

Emily C

Prep ND

Elvira P

Prep SM

Arjay S

1KO

For always trying his best to make good choices to help improve his learning. and contributing his
wonderful ideas with the class. Arjay, we love to see you excited about your learning. Keep it up!

Wilbur H

1LO

For being thoughtful and incredibly kind to others in the classroom when they need it. Wilbur, we
are very lucky to have you in our class, keep up the awesome work superstar!

Harper T

1TS

For your enthusiasm for your learning. I am so proud of how much effort you have been putting into
everything especially your writing. Keep it up super star!

Callum O

34B

For showing GRIT towards your learning each and every day! I love the attitude you display towards
your learning and how you give everything a shot. I can't wait to see you keep challenging yourself
Cal!

Lucy G

34D

Lucy is making an amazing effort to problem solve in the classroom. I am so impressed with the way
she is using clues to assist her in knowing what to do. You are a superstar Lucy!

Charlotte C

34M

For being a ray of sunshine and brightening up every day in 3/4M. Charlotte shows kindness to
others and is on the look out to catch others being kind too.

Jackson T

34M

For challenging yourself in Maths and working hard using strategies to solve mathematical
equations. Jackson you share your thinking with others and inspire them to try difficult things.
Thanks for helping us learn in 3/4M.

Buddy C

34S

For the amazing effort you have been putting into your writing. Buddy, your use of noun groups in
your free write allowed you to paint a vivid picture of your setting. Keep it up!

Olivia T

56E

Willow C

56F

Nash K

56R

Nash is a wonderful student, great company and thoughtful and fun friend. He shows maturity in his
choices and he is showing lots of success in his learning. Well done Nash!

Kristian A

56T

For challenging himself in his learning and always looking for ways to improve at a certain skill. The
attitude towards learning that Kristian brings to the classroom is so exciting and a great display of a
growth mindset. Way to go Kristian!

Ryan
PREP ND

ITALIAN

For saying Ciao to me every time he sees me ! BRAVO.

For your positive attitude towards all your learning. I love your enthusiasm for all learning tasks and
the way you approach new activities as a new learning opportunity. Keep up the fantastic learning
Olivia.
For her exceptional persuasive writing efforts. Willow I am so proud of your persuasive piece to Mr
Penson, you were very creative when engaging the reader. I can't wait to see what else you come up
with!
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INTERSCHOOL SPORT
Friday 5th March 2021

Greenhills A VS Diamond Creek East – AWAY
Time:

Sport:

Venue:

9.30am-10.30am
approx.

Basketball

Community Bank Stadium

Volleyball
Hot Shots

Diamond Creek East PS
Diamond Creek East PS

Rounders

Diamond Creek East PS

Cricket

Wattle Glen War Memorial Park

Greenhills B VS Plenty Valley – HOME
Time:

Sport:

Venue:

9.30am-10.30am
approx.

Basketball

Greenhills PS

Volleyball

N/A

Hot Shots

Greenhills PS

Rounders

Greenhills PS

Cricket

Greensborough Park

The Diamond Valley Primary School Sports Association, in line with School Sport Victoria’s COVID19 Safe Plan, are informing all parents that they are unable to attend Interschool Sport and District
Carnivals until further notice.
DISTRICT SWIMMING CARNIVAL
DVPSSA CHAMPIONS!

Overall Team Result: 1st
** students that placed in the top 4 (after combining heat times) are mentioned below:
12/13 Boys
12/13 Girls
Ari A - 1st Breaststroke, 1st Medley Relay, 2nd Backstroke,
Maliah K - 2nd Breaststroke, 2nd Medley Relay, 3rd Back2nd Freestyle Relay
stroke
Email:2nd
greenhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Thomas Cl - 1st Medley Relay, 2nd Butterfly,
Freestyle
Isabel B - 2nd Medley Relay
Relay
Gabby
L - 2nd
Relay
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03 Medley
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Thomas Ci - 1st Medley Relay, 2nd Freestyle Relay
Ethan D - 1st Medley Relay, 2nd Freestyle Relay

INTERSCHOOL SPORT
11 Boys
Jayden W - 1st Freestyle Relay, 2nd Breaststroke, 4th Freestyle
Luca G - 2nd Backstroke
Taj S - 1st Freestyle Relay, 1st Butterfly
Koda K - 1st Freestyle Relay
Jonty R - 1st Freestyle Relay

11 Girls
Audrey P - 1st Freestyle Relay, 2nd Freestyle, 2nd Breaststroke, 2nd Medley Relay
Taysha H - 1st Freestyle Relay, 1st Backstroke
Charlotte S - 1st Freestyle Relay
Alannah G - 1st Freestyle Relay

9/10 Boys
Ethan A - 1st Breaststroke, 2nd Freestyle Relay
Archie G - 2nd Freestyle Relay
Jack O - 2nd Freestyle Relay
Cooper B - 2nd Freestyle Relay

9/10 Girls
Willow C - 2nd Freestyle Relay, 3rd Freestyle, 4th Breaststroke
Ella N - 2nd Butterfly, 2nd Freestyle Relay, 4th Backstroke
Zoe A - 2nd Freestyle Relay
Charlotte B - 2nd Freestyle Relay

COMMUNITY SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS

Congratulations to Cooper C (5/6R) who competed in his first Triathlon (2XU Triathlon Series Race 3) at Elwood

If your child achieves something special (grand final win, most valuable player award, best and fairest etc.), please email
me (daley.jordan.w@edumail.vic.gov.au) through photos (just make sure these photos only contain students from
Greenhills PS) to post in Contact.
It is important to celebrate and recognise such successes with the school community.

REBEL COMMUNITY KICKBACKS PROGRAM
Greenhills Primary School is involved in the Rebel Community Kickbacks Program
What can you do to help Greenhills primary School benefit from this program?
Staff, family and friends can link the school to their Rebel Active Loyalty Program
account and instantly start earning credits.

Email: greenhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Mine Street, Greensborough VIC 3088 Phone. 03 9435 4181 Fax. 03 9432 0733
Thank-you
Jordan Daley

CANTEEN
Welcome back to everyone
The canteen is open for lunch orders on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. Orders can be placed via QKR or by sending a
lunch order to the canteen. PLEASE DO NOT send in a lunch order if you have already placed an order via QKR.
Volunteers are now welcome back since Covid restrictions have changed
from last year. If you are interested in volunteering whether on a regular
basis or occasionally please do so through Carebookings.
The parent code is JGU9L and you can then select what dates you would
like to help.
Maximum number of volunteers is 2.
The canteen menu is available on the school website or a copy can be
obtained from the front office.
A menu will be available for window sales on the website in the near future that will enable parents to help their
child/ren to make choices.
If you have any issues that you would like to discuss please contact me at school or alternatively on my email address
miriam.pekolj@education.vic.gov.au.

Miriam Pekolj
Canteen Manager

MUSIC

Recital and Training Choir Rehearsals:
Both Recital and Training Choir Rehearsals have started at 8.00a.m. Recital Choir is on Tuesdays and the Training Choir is
on Thursday mornings.
Training Choir - the Training Choir is open to any student in Grades 3 & 4. If your child would like to try it out please feel
free to take a 4 week trial. We have a few places still available.
RECITAL CHOIR
Please note that Recital Choir rehearsal will still be running next week for Grade 4 & 5 year students in the Recital Choir.
Grade 6 students will be attending Camp.
Also, a notice regarding the Boite Schools Chorus has been posted on Compass.

Email: greenhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Kate Stewart
Music Teacher

Connecting Schools - Supporting boys in upper primary school
by Maggie Dent
The upper primary school years are the start of big physical changes and boys can struggle more than girls. Even though
some of our boys are growing physically, this time can be challenging, unpredictable and full of big emotions and
awkwardness.
Some anxiety can also occur as the end of primary school approaches and some boys can fight with their physiology.
Parents need to be mindful to recognise that for many pubescent boys, every day at school feels like going into a war zone
because it is so unpredictable.
The following ideas will help to guide you through this time.

Have realistic expectations
Create a calm, predictable environment to counteract the stress many boys may experience. Parents can do this by
avoiding asking too many questions and placing too much pressure especially around homework. Especially avoid
criticism, nagging and lecturing — they won’t improve anything.

Keep things light
Boys appreciate lightness and humour, especially when they may be struggling with anxiety or worry. Maybe you could
find some funny, goofy cat or dog videos to show them or share some funny experiences that might trigger the beautiful
happy neurochemicals in their brain. Be a bit ridiculous – intentionally.

Share developmental changes
Have brief conversations with your son about the coming brain changes, especially pruning, which is a ‘trimming down’
process in the teenage brain where irrelevant/unused mental connections from childhood are lost. These conversations
can help him understand why he may be struggling with organisation and be forgetting things that he used to remember.
Once he knows there is a reason, he’ll tend to manage it better — indeed many boys are relieved! Help your son to work
out ways to remember important stuff.

Make home a welcome base for his friends
Ensure that you make your home a welcome base for his friends, regardless of gender. The hunger to ‘hang out together’
is still strong even for our digital natives, and they will always turn up to a place where they are welcome and where there
is a familiar space to gather. It’s really good to give your son’s mates the message that ‘our door is always open for
you’. We never know when a family conflict becomes too painful for a boy or that just having some calm down time is
what the whole family may need.

Stoke his spark
Help you son identify his passion whether sport, games or music that will keep him engaged in the years ahead.
Disengagement is very common among boys in early to middle secondary school and those who have an interest they love
and are capable at, tend to struggle less. In primary school boys should sample many activities so that they can discover
their real interests.

Help manage anxiety
Many boys experience anxiety as they move toward adolescence and the end of the primary school years. Some boys
display anxiety through silliness, inappropriate behaviour, an increase in aggression (often toward siblings), disrespectful
language towards parents, changes in eating patterns and struggles with sleep. If you have ongoing concerns check in with
your son’s teacher and seek help.

Practise kindness
Even though this sounds counterintuitive if you are experiencing some hot moments with your pre pubescent or
Email: greenhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Above all, reassure your son often that you love him fiercely and unconditionally, no matter what.

Maggie Dent presents a related webinar: Communicating with teenage boys
Our school has a membership with Parenting Ideas. As part of this membership, you can attend the upcoming webinar
‘Communicating with teenage boys’ at no cost.

About
In this webinar, Maggie Dent shows how using compassionate, empowering communication with teenage boys can better
guide them across the bridge to healthy manhood to a place where they feel worthwhile and engaged in respectful
relationships.

When
24 March 2021 8:00pm AEDT

How To redeem
1. Click this link:
www.parentingideas.com.au/parent-resources/parent-webinars/webinar-communicating-with-teenage-boys
2. Click ‘Add to cart’
3. Click ‘View cart’
4. Enter the voucher code COMMUNICATION and click ‘Apply Coupon’ Your discount of $39 will be applied.
5. Click ‘Proceed to checkout’
6. Fill in your account details including our school’s name to verify your eligibility. These are the details you will
use to login to your account and access your webinar and resources.
7. Click ‘Place Order’
This offer is valid until 24 June 2021. If you’re unable to make the broadcast time, just register anyway and you
will get access to the recording.

Email: greenhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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James
Janine Hough, Roslyn
Mackie
and Betty
Hajichristou
Connected Schools Team

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

The Lion King Jr. tells the story of the epic adventures of a curious cub named Simba as he struggles to accept the responsibilities of
adulthood and his destiny as king. Along the way, the young lion encounters a colourful cast of characters including spunky lioness
Nala, charismatic meerkat Timon, and loveable warthog Pumbaa.
To claim his rightful place on the throne and save his beloved Pridelands Simba must find his inner strength and confront his wicked
Uncle Scar. . The Lion King JR. features classic songs from the 1994 film such as “Hakuna Matata” and the Academy Award®-winning
“Can You Feel the Love Tonight” as well as additional songs penned for the Broadway production.
“The Lion King Jr reaches to our deepest emotions, touching on themes of love, loss, guilt and responsibility. The overarching message
of the Circle of Life and our place in it is both humbling and empowering. Lebo M's soaring African music, Elton John's crowd pleasers
and the exotic beauty of the African landscape all combine to make this show, to me, the most joyful and moving of the Disney
productions.”
Merinda Gray Director Lion King Jr
Playing from the 20th March until the 28th March 2021 at Warrandyte High School Theatre this wonderful cast of 50 children aged 815 bring this magical story to life.
Tickets are available via try booking (https://www.trybooking.com/BGQMB)

Email: greenhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
About Diamond Valley Singers (DVS): DVS was established in 1985 to provide a medium for community members in the Diamond Valley
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and surrounding areas to exercise their talents, and at the same time to raise money for charity. Since our inception, we have donated
over $150,000 to charities, including World Vision, International Needs Australia, Open House, and the Elizabeth Nursery School in
Malawi
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BSC OPEN NIGHT is on
Thursday 25 March 2021 from 6:00pm-8:00pm
www.trybooking.com/BNKMI

BSC SCHOOL TOURS will run
every Wednesday at 10:00am from the 10 February 2021.
www.trybooking.com/BNKKD
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